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ROADS HURT

Facts Show Deficits Are Less
TJian Supposed

TRAFFIC EARNINGS INCREASE

Reports of Rnilnnr Operation on
File With Interstate Commerce
CommisHlon Show that Business
Condition Arc on the Mend
Statement by Mr Lane

The Interstate Commerce Commission
this week scotched another snake In the
grass or which Wall street has been
giving loud and repeated warnings to all
who would not get bitten The commis-
sion under the Hepburn law receives
constantly reports from the railroad com-

panies of the country as to their earnings
traffic and other Interesting facts relative
to their operation and business These
are about the same reports that go to
Wall street

Commissioner Franklin K Lane has
made a close study of the figures recent
ly submitted by the railroads of the
country and has compiled a statement In
which he shows conclusively that vhile
the railroads suttored considerably about
the close of last year as the result of the
financial flurry conditions now are rapid
ly Improving and have been for more
than a year His view of the situation
contradicts flatly most of the statements
sent out Wall street for stock
Jobbing purposes and from other sources
for political or other sinister purposes

Mr Gives Hid Views
Mr Lane lsx quoted as follows on the

subject In a recent Issue of the New York
Journal of Commerce

From the figures available to the com-

mission It does not appear that taking
the country as a whole tho revenues of
the railroads have fallen off to the extent
that generally Is believed Tho Interstate
Commerce Commission now calls upon
the carriers subject to the act to regulate
commerce for monthly reports of their
revenues and operating expenses Such
reports began with tho m jnth of July

and I have the figures compiled by
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Prof Henry C Adams our statistician-
as to a number of systems which may bo
taken as representative of the railroad
systems of the entire country These
systems are

New York New Haven and Hartford
Xew York Central
Baltimore and Ohio
Pennsylvania east and west of Pitts

burgSouthern Railway
Louisville and Nashville
Rock Island
Atchison Topeka and Santa
Chicago Milwaukee and St Paul
Northwestern
Southern Pacific
Great Northern
Northern Pacific
During the three months July August

and September the total operating reve
nues of these roads amounted to 30iMQ
000 for the panic months of October
November and December the total reve-
nue was 376000000 The freight revenues
of the systems named were for the first
quarter 264000600 and for the second
quarter J259000000 The freight revenues
for November were larger than those for
July or September

Large Rccnue in 1900
These systems during the last

months of 1907 received from
and freight revenues a grand total of
775000000 which Is 54000800 more than

they received for the same period In the
preceding year 1906 and their net income
from operation In 1907 was 14000000 more
than In 1905 Those figures certainly do
not Indicate that either owing to legisla
tion or the panic the railroads of the
country as a whole have been put In
financial jeopardy It is true that during
1907 there was a great increase In op
erating expenses owing to genera In
crease In wages but allowing for such
Increase the larger volume of traffic and
greater revenue derived therefrom yield-
ed a larger net return to the railroads-

A study of these figures shows that
the panic so far as It affected the rail-
roads extended but slightly beyond Chi-
cago toward the West If we take the
transcontinental roads reaching to the
Pacific Coast we find that every one of
them Increased Its gross operating reve
huer during the last half of the year 1907
Beginning with the Great Northern which
Is near the Canadian border and coming
down the Pacific Coast to the Mexican
border thus including the Northern Pa-
cific the Southern Pacific and the Santa
Fe systems each one Increased Its total
operating revenues In the last half of 1907
over those revenues for the last half of
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NORTH CAPJTOL STREET HOME

IlnimiMl uy A H Ileers Built by Harry Wardmnn
The house In the accompanying picture Is on North Capitol street near thecorner of Bryant Tt is one of a row erected by Wardman planned AH Boers and placed upon the market by Shannon Luchs The hou e are ofcolonial design with front porches of detached style The lots are 30 feet wideby a good depth with about 30foot front parking The houses contain six roomsTho fronts are of Flemish bond These are selling at 3975

by

1906 while the not Income was in some
cases increased and In others slightly de-
creased tho net income from operation-
in each of these lines being Santa Fe

Northern Pacific 18000080
Great Northern 13000000 and Southern
Pacific 41000000 for the six months
Taking freight revenues alone the Santa
Fe system for instance shows larger
freight revenues in December than In
July or September and the Southern Pa
cifics December freight revenues were

a few thousand dollars less In that
month than In any other month except-
ing October and November We find
therefore no alarming conditions pre-
sented as to the transcontinental lines

Rock Island Revenues Increase
Coming this side of the Rooky Moun-

tains we see that the Rock Island not-
withstanding the State legislation to
which it has been subjected increased-
Its revenues during the last half of 1007
over those of 19fci by over SSOOiXOCO The
whole of its not Income from operation
17000000 was over a million dollars less

than for the corresponding six months of
ISO The Chicago Milwaukee and St
P ul shows a decrease of approximately

200000 In operating revenues and the
Northwestern system an increase of about
the same amount although the Milwau
kees net income was larger n 1907 than

Moving still farther eastward Into
In 1
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the Atlantic seaboard we discover that
the News York Central the Baltimore and
Ohio and the Pennsylvania lines both
east and west of Pittsburg increased
their total revenues for the freight and
passenger traffic in the JulyDecember
period of 1907 over that of 1906 and as to
both the New York Central and the Penn-
sylvania lines the net Income from opera
tion was greater In 1907 than for the cor-
responding period of the year previous
The returns from those roads indicate
however that the panic had its center in
their territory as there is a more notable
falling off in revenues from traffic in tills
group during the panic months than on
any other excepting the Southern roads

The New England road taken-
a an Illustration the New York New
Haven and Hartford shows an increase
of over a million dollars In gross reve-
nues agd a decrease of about 250090 In
the net

The two Southern roads the Louisville
and Nashville and the Southern increased
their total revenues from traffic their
total operating expenses and also their
net income from operation over the cor
responding half year of 1906

Therefore viewing the country as a
whole from West to East and from
North to South the outlook for the rail
roads of the United States as shown by
their own figures Is not so disquieting as
lifts been supposed and these figures It
must be remembered Include at least two
months after the panic began in Now
York during a greater portion of which
time banks would not make loans or dis
counts and railroads In parts of
the country would not receive checks In
payment of freight

Although the returns to the commis-
sion for January have not yet been tabu
lated It is probable that they will show
that conditions have been worse than In
December but this Is also to be borne
In mind that the month of January Is
generally the slackest month during the
year and February is also poor There
are no doubt individual instances In
which the revenues of roads have seri-
ously declined during the past three
months over corresponding periods for
several years past but there are also

in which singular to
say the last three months have been as
good as any corresponding three months
In other years and in one case the Ore
gon Railroad and Navigation Company
the commission has been officially

that the past three months have been
the best in the roads entire history

There can be no question but that
within the past three weeks there has
been a strong upward tendency In freight
revenues A greater volume of traffic Is
movIng today than has been moved at
any time during the past two and per-
haps three months The figures of the
American Railway Association show that
there Is less surplus of cars at this time
than at any period since the 30th of

This promises an early return to
more normal conditions and railroad men
generally are more optimistic than they
have beon since the Knickerbocker Trust
Company closed its doors But the

from 49000000 In 1906 to 523000000
In 1907 on the systems with which I have
dealt still leaves a larger net Income for
1907 than for 1906 by nearly 14000000-

Ql l Mines Will Be Reopened j

The Hassel Iron mines Norway which
have been closed for more than a

are to be worked again A com-
pany It Is stated Is being formed for
the purpose of acquiring the property
and erecting a plant for separation as
well as for smelting the ore

The Largest Morning Circulation
All advertising contracts made by The

Washington Herald are based upon Its
bona fide circulation a circulation In
Washington larger by thousands than was
ever before attained by any morning
newspaper at tho Capital Its books are
open
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GASOLINE LOCOMOTIVE

Passes Through Pour Months Test
with Flylnf ColorH

A gasoline locomotive has recently com-
pleted u fourmonths test in the hardest
kind of service through which It has
emorgejl with great suocese This partic-
ular engine Is of fifty horsepower and In
appearance It le in all respects the same
as tho typical electric locomotive that Is
of the pyramidal lines with the ca in
the center and sloping owls The tour
months severe service which this ma
chine has was in a railroad yard
where there was to be encountered the
widest range of demands with the poorest
track to move over and during all this
time the engine was not In the repair
shop a minute The engine was in
service fifteen hours a day and It met all
tho requirements of a steam or electric
engine The chief advantages claimed for
the machine are low operating expenee
moderate coat of maintenance and free-
dom from smoke and sparks It is al-
ways ready for service at a moments
notice is operated by one man consume
no fuel except when work la being done
and all are interchangeable and ac-
cessible The company Is at present en-
gaged in building a locomotive of similar
type suitable for passenger and frefgtit
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me on spur lines TItle machine Is de-
signed to haul a heavy passenger coach
at a rate of thirty miles an hour or to
handle a train of ten loaded freight cars
In the opinion of the designers this type
of locomotive is preferable to and more

than an equivalent installation-
of motive power in a coach

MONSTER NAP OF BRAZIL-

To Be Feature of National Exhibi-
tion nt Rio de Janeiro

A feature of the Jubilee exhibition which
Brazil had planned to open in May of this
year but which will probably be post-
poned for some months or perhaps to
next year will be an outdoor map In re-
lief of the republic several thousand
square yards in size According to the
New York Sun the plans are now being
prepared for the huge map In which ev-
ery physical feature of the country Is to
be shown In miniature

The mountains are to be rocky but with
artificial caps of snow and tee The riv-
ers will run with real water and forests
will be marked with dwarf plants

When the drawings and estimates are
made the government will urge the na-
tional congress to make an appropriation
for executing the work In connection
with It it is proposed to have a botanical
and zoological garden In which each of
the twenty states of Brazil will have sec
tions In which to display their character
istic plant and It is also pro-
posed to have within the same inclosure
camps of all the different tribes of In-
dians Inhabiting the country

The Jubilee exhibition is designed to
commemorate the opening by the Portu-
guese government in May 1SOS of Brazil-
ian ports to the commerce of all nations
an event which took place thirteen years
before the separation of Brazil from the
mother country but which Is regarded
as being really the starting point of Bra
zillan Independence
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RENT HIGH IN CHINA

Cost of Living Increases in
the Celestial Empire

CONSUL SRACEY GIVES PACTS

Provision and Current Expenses in
Tslngrtnn Shanghai and HonRkonK
as Great an in Western Cities Serf

AVasTes Advance yearly 1OO

Most Washingtonians are of
the opinion that it costs next to nothing
to live In China provided one will live as
the Chinese do The low rate of wages In
that country and the almost inconceivable
poverty of the people with their ability-
to exist upon an amount of money which
would be the despair of the poorest Amer-
icans has been dinned Into the ears of
the people of this country until they have
reached a point where any other Idea
seems a hideous Incongruity For this
reason a recent communication from Con-

sul Wilbur T Gracey of Tsingtau China
will be read with some surprise herr

Especially will this be so when the
writer points out that It costs as much
or more to live in Tsingtau Shanghai
and Hongkong as It does In Washington
Philadelphia or New York Indeed Mr
Gracey remarks upon the immense in
crease In the cost of living In China in
the last ten years and seems at a loss to
find good reasons to account for it In
part Mr Gracey says

The cost of living In China has In-

creased considerably during theipaat few
years and the increased price of pro-
visions rents and other current expenses
are becoming a continual subject for
newspaper discussion

Old and Xew Prices Compared
Ten years ago It was possible to secure

In Tientsin or Shanghai a good and com-
modious residence for 16 to 40 geld per
month and a luxurious building for 40

but at the present time the minimum ap
pears to be the latter figure and houses
which ten years ago were renting for 35
now bring double that amount A seven
room in a row without garden
rents for about 00 while a detached
house with even a small garden cannot

obtained for less than
TalngUn rentals are somewhat

higher averaging 70 for a seven or eight
room house and running to 150 a month
for an unpretentious villa with a small
garden containing probably ten or twelve
rooms

Hongkong rentals are about the same
as Shanghai but vary considerably ac
cording to the situation those the
Peak a mountain resort above the city
commanding about 5 per cent more than
houses situated on the lower level

Wages tintl Cost of Commodities
Ten years ago it was possible to em-

ploy excellent boys at 85 to 5 gold
per month cooks from 4M to 1 gen-

eral house coolies for 1 0 or 3 Jtnriki
she coolies could be secured for about the
same price as house coolies and would
work as indoor servants when they were
not pulling the jinrikisha At the present
time In Shanghai Hongkong and Tien
tsin wages are 6 to lt gold per month i

for boys while in some cases they de-
mand even higher 56 to 7 gold
tor cooks t to 5 far coolies Outdoor
and Indoor servants now will not ex-
change duties which necessitates an
extra man for those who keep their own
Jinrikisha

In Tsingtau wages are still higher
than In Shanghai or other places In China
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and are laD to lafl pr coat ttuuf In
other places in Shantung province Boys
here receive 12 gold a month cooks 10
to 15 coolies 5 to 6 childrens Chinese
nurses demand 16 a month and their
food while 5n other parts of China the
latter receive 30 to 6 gold per menu
or possibly at the highest JS and procure
their own food

Expenses Increase 40 Per Cent
The price of all household commodi

ties in Shanghai Hongkong and Tientsin
has increased 30 to 49 per cent and meats
even higher When the price of silver
rose some two years ago the price of
tinned goods was advanced as was also
the price of otter coramodiUoe but with
the decline of sliver there to no compen-
sating reduction In the prices of articles
of consumption

It is impossible for persons living In
America to realize the groat variation
that Is possible in the buying power of
money where it is always on a fluctuatIng
basis A person who sIx or eight years
ago received a salary of 3009 per annum
equal to about 7COO in local currency
now finds that his 8000 only brings him
about 5500 local currency while the
price of everything has increased enor-
mously

FORMS WATER CURTAIN-

The public library building In Chicago
is protected against the invasion of fire
from the outside by means of a socalled
water curtain
At the top of the building Is a system

of tubes through which water supplied
from a tank can be caused to flow over
the outside walls On one occasion the
efficiency of the water curtain was tested
by the fire that consumed a largo spice
mill adjoining the library building

The water being turned on the outer
walls were immediately covered with a
liquid sheet which as the temperature-
was low became eventually a sheet of
ice
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Insurance in All Its Branches
Low Rates and Strong Companies

Consult Us Before Placing Your Business

RALPH

STATEMENT OF TIlE CONDITION
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Insurance Company
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ALSO GENERAL AGENT FOR g

National Fire Insurance Co of Hartford Conn
Assets 745396528

Phoenix Insurance Co of Hartford Conn j

Assets 796545374

Queen Insurance Co of America of New York i-

v Assets 684455994 p

New Hampshire Fire Ins Co of Manchester N H I

Assets 450040412 j-

Thone Main 2049

RALPH w LEE
1406 G Street N W jr

NEW FREEZING APPARATUS

Device Exhibited In Germany Which
Does Away with Ice

The cold storage preservation of per-
ishable food stuff by means of carbon
tabloids has been frequently described
and there seems to be a tendency at the
present time to do away with ice for such
purposes whenever It to possible-

At an exhibition in a Germaa city there
was lately on view a new type re-

frigerator the chief feature of which is
its simplicity and mexnensiveness The
appliance comprises a doubtew ied tin
vessel with an annular space around
about an Inch wide and completely sur-
rounding the inner chamber

Carbonic acid gas is slowly admitted
into this annular space at the bottom
After filling the whole of the space it
issues into the chamber Itself through a
crossarmed tube placed at the top
quickly and completely freezing any ar-
ticle scored within

In fact so efficient is the apparatus
that water is frozen in lesss than a min-
ute The refrigaratlve effect is produced
by the rapid expansion of the carbonic
acid gas

The apparatus is stated to be highly
suited to the requirements of the house-
hold and is very inexpensive to work
the carbonic acid gas being stored in the
ordinary type of reservoirs used for that
purpose

Fatljrnetoxln Resembles Opium
The fatiguetoxin obtained by Welch

ardt from the muscles of tired animals
has been now extracted by him from
such vegetable substances as opium
poppyheads and curari and has been
also prepared by oxidizing albumins
When swallowed the vegetable toxin
yields the same fatigue effects as the
animal toxin
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UNITED STATES BRANCH
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CITY NOW INVITES
MILL AND FACTORY

Continued from Pare One

the erection new terminals sad the
bcinne of the city la the tunnels beneatH
Firs street east

That day to UK depending upon stage
triBe for passenger travel and upon the
river for the transportation of freight
Washington had Made a start It had
3MM people Alexandria added and
was a flourishing and growing town Busi-
ness bad been established in Georgetown
which promised well and was making itspossessors rich The people who gathered-
to see the first train and view the anticsor tile snorting Iron horse were fat ao-
despondeat mood They thought their
city was the of the earth much as
we do today

Railroad Development Slow
But railroad development ta that city

was painfully slow The BalUmare and
Ohio Railroad had bees chartered mote
than seven years It had been petted
from Baltimore to EMeott City la ISIS
It had been constructed tewmrd the Cap

by piecemeal at the rate of about six
miles a year

The Baltimore and Potomac Railroad
now a part of the Pettasyivaitla went Into
operation between Washington and Bal
timore July 2 K71 Through the period
of the civil war and down to that time
the Baltimore and Ohio had been the only
rail line of communication with the NorthIn Virginia some railroad buitding hadbeen carried on which was interrupted
b the war and it was not until K5 that
communication was established across thePotomac and the reel foundations forpresent railroad conditions had been se-curely laid

From 1S35 to the present day the railroads have been the chief carriers ofthe city They have brought hither fromthe States its increasing population They
have brought here many of the materialsfor building the products of merchandiseand moat of the good things which Washingtonians now enjoy Speaking withinthe limits of truth the railroads have
been one of the principal agents in thedevelopment of the city from an overgrown village of W people to a great
city one of the most beautiful in the
world of almost 300000 This has been thehistory of the city during a period of
seventy years

New Era Xorr Coming In
Now the connecting links between the

systems of railroads in the South and the
North have been welded together bj the
construction of the new terminals in
Washington at a cost of over 17MOWd
The great passenger station with Its
magnificent approaches the new freight
depots one on the north and one on the
south side of the city with the distribut-
ing freight yards on the other side of the
Potomac give Washington a railroad
equipment equal to that of any city in the
tnited States

Now as In 1S35 It Is probable that the
railroad companies have bullded better

vlded the artificial means of transit and
added them to those which nature pro
vided In the Potomac River Everything
is in readiness now for an expansion in

seventy years Is but a dream Facilities
are betteV opportunities are better Im
measurably than they were then and toa person looking out confidently upon the
future there Is more reason to expect to
day the planting of myriad Industries in
the Potomac Valley and the building up
here of a vast production and trade than
there was In for the hope of such acity as the Capital now Is
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INVESTMENTJ-

kleven ll
Dwellings on

Valuable Corner

Southeast
Containing 7300 square feet

Price 16OQO

Rented now at rI5 per
mouth Should bring 135
per month

Dwight Anderson
526 13th St

INCORPORATED

1301 G Street N W S

Real Estate Loans f
and Investments-

We make a specialty of District
Suburban Properties and Timber t

Side Virginia

PAINT GUARANTEE-
We guarantee that LUCAS

GLOSS PAINT will lastlonger and hold Its color betterthan any other paint under equal
circumstances and will pay allexpenses for test anywhere at

f any time
Reed our challenge on every

Established 1874

R M BROWN Agent

S W Cor 7th and HKW Phone Ho 658

When Your Servant Leaves

DONT WORRYJ-

ust Telephone aa Advertisement to

The Herald Office
ONLY ONE CENT A WORD

Herald Want Ads Supply Wants
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